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DIRECTORY  OF  ELECTED  OFFICERS 


Moderator 

One  Year 
Robert  Bender 


Board  of  Selectmen 

Three  Years 


Sandra  H.  Venner,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  2000 

Janet  M.  Bruno 

Term  Expires  2001 

Jeffrey  W.  Hoyt 

Term  Expires  2002 

Board  of  Assessors 

Three  Years 

Edward  R.  Davis,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  2000 

Diane  Cole 

Term  Expires  2001 

George  Mutti 

Term  Expires  2002 

Planning  Board 

Five  Years 


Arthur  Evans 

Term  Expires  2000 

Robert  Sinibaldi 

Term  Expires  2001 

Arthur  O’Keefe 

Term  Expires  2002 

Ann  Gardner 

Term  Expires  2003 

Earl  Baumgardner,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  2004 

Patricia  True,  Secretary 


Constables 

Arthur  Evans  Michael  Fall-Appt  6/99  Brian  W.  Peavey 

Tree  Warden 

Wayne  Armstrong 

Town  Clerk 

Three  Years 
Patricia  True 

Board  of  Health 

Three  Years 


Laura  Weaver 

Term  Expires  2000 

Deborah  Ketchen 

Term  Expires  2001 

GeraicLGlevefsey,  Appt.  10/99 

£(Vee-v) 

dJjOZ 

School  Committee 

Three  Years 

Laurel  Sweeney 

Term  Expires  2000 

Nancy  Hocking-McDonough 

Term  Expires  2001 

Todd  Treado 

Term  Expires  2002 

Lisa  Coyne 

Term  Expires  2002 
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Trustees  of  Public  Library 

Three  Years 


Susan  M.  Cobum,  Co-Chair 

Term  Expires  2000 

J.  Rodger  Morphett 

Term  Expires  2000 

Jeffrey  W.  Hoyt,  Co-Chair 

Term  Expires  2001 

Linda  A.  Seymour 

Term  Expires  2001 

Nanette  Becker 

Term  Expires  2002 

Yvonne  Cosgrove 

Term  Expires  2002 

Playground  Commission 

Five  Years 

David  Riley 

Term  Expires  2000 

Michael  Stevens,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  2001 

Thomas  Graziano 

Term  Expires  2002 

Allison  Gadd 

Term  Expires  2003 

James  A.  Hume 

Term  Expires  2004 

Municipal  Light  Commissioners 

Three  Years 

David  J.  Vance 

Term  Expires  2000 

Norman  Sande 

Term  Expires  2001 

Norman  Denault,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  2002 

Municipal  Water  Commissioners 

Three  Years 

David  J.  Vance 

Term  Expires  2000 

Norman  Sande 

Term  Expires  2001 

Norman  Denault,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  2002 

Cemetery  Trustees 

Three  Years 

James  A.  Hume 

Term  Expires  2000 

Richard  Fournier 

Term  Expires  2001 

Larry  Fisher 

Term  Expires  2002 

Sewer  Commissioners 

Three  Years 


Richard  J.  Powers 

Term  Expires  2000 

Michael  Fall 

Term  Expires  200 1 

Richard  Herbert 

Term  Expires  2002 

Merrimac  Housing  Authority 


Five  Years 

Dorothy  A.  Cloyd 

Term  Expires  2000 

C.  Shirley  Jones 

Term  Expires  2001 

Richard  W.  Emery  %  joO 

Term  Expires  2002 

Stephen  P.  True 

Term  Expires  2003 

Geraldine  Shepherd  (Gov.  Appointed) 

Term  Expires  2004 
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DIRECTORY  OF  APPOINTED  OFFICERS 

Finance  Committee 

John  Cry  an.  Chairman 
Judith  Armstrong 

Raymond  Gingras  William  Koch 

Board  of  Appeals 
Patrick  Melican,  Chairman 
Arthur  Amirault 
Gordon  Broz 
Joseph  Moran,  Alt 

Conserv  ation  Commission 
Robert  Prokop,  Chairman 
Paul  Geoghegan 
Jon  Pearson 
Allan  Pollock 

Building  Inspector 
Philip  Hagopian 

Rent  Control  Board 

Elbe  Sowick  Sandra  Venner 

Fire  Department 

Brian  W.  Peavey,  Chief 

Ralph  Spencer,  Deputy  Chief  Norman  Armstrong,  Deputy  Chief 

Plumbing  &  Gas  Inspector 

Gaetano  Caruso 

Wiring  Inspector 
William  Nutter 


Louis  Nucci 
Robert  Topitzer 
Arthur  Yarranton 
Deborah  Woodward,  Alt. 


Richard  Eastman 
Mark  Townsend,  Alt. 
Robert  Dandurant 


Michael  Arndt 
Maureen  Moran 
Joseph  McKenna 


Highway  Department 
Gordon  Rines,  Superintendent 

Board  of  Registrars 

Dorothy  Whiting  Natalie  Christie  Betty  Elliot 

Town  Counsel 
Ashod  N.  Amirian 


Finance  Director 

William  J.  Gustus 

Town  Accountant 

Debra  A.  McGrane 


Town  Treasurer 

Carol  McLeod 

Tax  Collector 

Geraldine  Gozycki 

Selectmen’s  Secretary 
Barbara  J.  Arbour 
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Animal  Control  Officer  &  Inspector  of  Animals 

Madeline  Cirinna 


Cultural  Council 


Joyce  Zarins.  Chairperson 
Andy  Carpenter,  Treasurer 
Kendra  Bowker 
Ronald  Jones 
Iris  Mine 
Shelley  Killian 
Mary  Miles 


Ann  Tucker,  Secretary 
Susan  Cobum 
Kathie  Jones 
Shelley  Carpenter 
Sandra  Warren 
Susan  Hebenstreit 
Carole  Cavanaugh 


Veterans  Agent 
Angel  Montalvo 


Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures 

Roger  Cyr 


Historical  Commission 

Evelyn  Calnan 
Walter  D.  Calnan,  Emeritus 
Kenneth  G.  Fowle 
Jeffrey  W.  Hoyt 


John  McCarron 
Charlotte  McCarron 
John  Pease 
Sandy  Pease 


Town  Forest  Committee 
George  Wallace  Marie  Sutherland 


Robert  Topitzer 


Council  on  Aging 
Colleen  Fiorello,  Chairperson 
Elli  Adams 
Mary  Cheney 
Elizabeth  Pittman 
Herb  Gynan 
Irene  Kimbrel] 


Dorothy  Lumsden 
Inez  Lund 
Roy  Minihan 
Terri  Walden 
James  Murphy 


Trustees  of  Kimball  Park 
Barbara  Arbour  Yvonne  Bednarz 


Joyce  Spinelli 


Open  Space  Committee 


Paul  Geoghegan 
Paul  Kelly 
Tom  Graziano 
Roy  Rigordaeva 


Laura  Schlosser 
Nancy  Perkins 
Deborah  Woodward 
Ted  Angeline  Erhard 


Emergency  Management  Director 
Ralph  Spencer 
Scott  Maker,  Asst. 


Town  Nurse 
Eileen  Stepanian 

Capital  Planning  Committee 

Sandra  Venner  Joseph  McKenna 

James  Dykes  Geoffrey  Milstein 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
BOARD  OF  SELECTMAN 

For  the  year  ending  December  31,  1999 


To  the  Residents  of  Merrimac: 

Planning  for  the  future  has  played  a  major  role  in  the  Town  of  Merrimac  in  1999,  as  would  seem 
appropriate  for  the  approach  of  the  new  millennium.  Many  of  the  steps  contemplated  and  taken  represent 
major  capital  investments.  The  sound  financial  standing  of  the  town  and  resulting  upgrade  in  our  bond 
rating  will  serve  the  town  well.  Yet,  there  are  many  challenges  ahead,  not  only  financial  but  also  the  need 
to  determine  the  physical  and  social  character  of  Merrimac  for  the  next  generation. 

One  of  the  projects  that  moved  forward  this  past  year  was  the  new  Senior  Center.  Although  previously  state 
funding  had  unsuccessfully  been  sought  to  renovate  the  existing  building,  this  year  residents  voted  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  purchase  the  former  Masonic  Lodge  and  four  acres  of  land  on  East  Main 
Street  for  a  new  center.  Private  donations  and  town  funds  for  renovations  and  an  addition  were  greatly 
enhanced  with  the  receipt  of  a  state  Community  Development  Block  Grant  for  $590,000.  Woodman 
Associates  architectural  firm  has  drawn  up  the  plans  and  work  will  begin  in  the  spring  of  2000. 

Plans  continue  to  progress  for  the  building  of  a  new  library.  An  opportunity  to  purchase  and  renovate  an 
existing  building  closer  to  the  center  of  town  than  the  planned  site  were  explored,  but  proved  uneventful. 
But  funding  was  voted  to  move  to  the  next  architectural  phase  in  preparation  for  application  for  state 
library  construction  grant  money  when  it  becomes  available. 

The  first  phase  of  repair  work  on  the  Municipal  Building  -  for  police,  fire  and  highway  was.  completed  and 
the  full  rehab  of  the  exterior  and  essential  interior  renovations  will  continue  in  Spring  2000. 

With  each  of  these  projects  underway,  it  was  time  to  turn  our  attention  to  our  primer  municipal  building  - 
the  Town  Hall.  Although  some  essential  exterior  work  has  been  done  over  the  past  few  years,  the 
departments  housed  there  are  overflowing  both  the  space  and  the  infrastructure.  The  Town  Hall  Study 
Committee,  with  the  aid  of  Woodman  Associates,  has  begun  to  study  structural  and  space  needs,  not  only 
assessing  the  Town  Hall  but  also  the  space  that  will  open  up  with  the  move  of  the  Senior  Center,  and 
eventually  the  library,  to  new  facilities. 

The  school  district  has  also  been  assessing  the  needs  of  an  expanding  population.  Town  meeting  voters  in 
all  three  towns  of  the  Pentucket  Regional  School  District  supported  the  changing  of  the  grade  configuration 
of  the  middle  school  to  include  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades.  This  step  was  necessary  in  the  plan  to  use  the 
existing  secondary  school  buildings  for  the  middle  school  and  build  a  new  high  school.  At  a  Special  Town 
meeting  in  the  fall,  Merrimac  voted  to  approve  the  purchase  of  a  parcel  of  land  on  West  Main  to  locate  the 
new  high  school.  But  the  school  district  failed  to  get  all  the  necessary  votes  in  the  other  two  communities, 
so  the  year  closed  with  the  School  Committee  renewing  its  effort  to  gain  the  support  of  each  community 
for  a  viable  plan  to  address  the  increased  enrollment. 

To  meet  the  service  needs  of  a  growing  population,  personnel  were  added  to  several  town  departments.  A 
full-time  EMT/Firefighter  position  was  added  to  the  Fire  Department;  part-time  assistants  were  hired  to 
work  in  the  Inspectors,  Treasurer,  and  Assessors  departments;  and  hours  of  operation/services  have  been 
extended  for  the  Building  Inspector  and  Health  Agent. 

As  growth  continues,  efforts  are  being  made  to  insure  there  is  affordable  housing  for  residents  while  trying 
to  maintain  the  rural  character  of  our  community.  Under  state  mandate,  the  town  is  to  have  10%  of  the 
housing  units  made  more  affordable  through  some  type  of  assistance.  To  this  end,  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
has  joined  in  an  application  to  the  Local  Incentive  Program  to  locate  24  condominium  units  off  of  Board 
Street,  of  which  six  units  will  be  sold  at  below  market  rates  and  offered  to  town  residents  and  employees. 
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Many  things  also  happened  in  the  past  year  to  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  our  residents.  Citizen  groups  again 
have  worked  to  create  laughter  and  celebration  at  the  traditional  Old  Home  Days,  Santa  Parade  and  Santa 
Musical.  This  year  these  activities  were  joined  by  the  June  Family  Fun  Day  for  support  of  the  McLaren 
Trail  and  the  Millennium  celebration  to  usher  in  the  new  year  and  new  millennium  Our  lives  were  also 
enriched  by  the  local  production  of  a  play  and  an  art  show,  the  beautification  of  our  public  areas  with 
flowers,  and  the  construction  of  the  new  Marshview  Trail  off  of  the  McLaren  Trail. 

We  wish  to  thank  all  of  the  citizen  leaders  who  have  done  so  very  much  for  their  fellow  townspeople.  And 
especially  we  wish  to  thank  all  the  elected  and  appointed  officials  and  town  employees  who  are  there  each 
day  to  faithfully  serve  you. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Merrimac  Board  of  Selectmen 
Sandra  H.  Venner,  Chairperson 
Janet  M.  Bruno 
Jeffrey  W.  Hoyt 
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1999  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  ENGINEERS 
MERRIMAC  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


The  year  1999  brought  with  it  an  increase  in  responses  but  no  major  events  took  place. 

The  Board  organized  as  follows: 

Chief  Brian  W.  Peavey  Sr. 

Deputy  Chief  Ralph  W.  Spencer 
Deputy  Chief  Norman  W.  Armstrong 

Two  very  important  changes  have  occurred  which  greatly  enhance  the  day  to  day  operation  of  the 
Department.  First  the  EMTs  have  agreed  to  maintain  an  on-call  schedule  from  10PM  to  6AM  during 
which  time  two  of  them  will  respond  on  a  rotating  basis.  This  greatly  puts  to  rest  the  nervousness  that  can 
happen  not  knowing  if  someone  is  responding  to  ambulance  calls  during  those  hours.  The  Board  really 
appreciates  this  initiative  by  our  EMTs.  Also  the  Town  Meeting  voted  to  fund  a  fulltime  Firefighter/EMT 
position  for  daytimes,  which  also  guarantees  the  response  for  fire  and  ambulance  calls.  This  step  ensures 
that  we  can  maintain  our  very  quick  and  efficient  response  to  all  emergencies  even,  during  the  day  when 
manpower  is  low  sometimes.  The  Board  thanks  the  citizens  for  their  continued  support  of  our  efforts  to 
protect  life  and  property. 

We  continue  to  train  aggressively  to  ensure  that  we  are  ready  to  meet  any  and  all  challenges.  This  training 
becomes  even  more  important  as  we  participated  in  the  Worcester  services  and  pray  that  any  such  tragedy 
not  strike  our  Town.  We  know  that  we  must  be  ever  alert  to  protect  our  citizens  and  ourselves  at  all  times. 

We  are  again  pleased  that  the  citizens  saw  fit  to  replace  the  Chiefs  vehicle  to  ensure  safer  response.  This  is 
within  the  program  started  by  the  Capital  Needs  Committee  through  which  we  have  been  able  to  replace  all 
of  the  vehicles  except  the  Forestry  truck,  which  is  in  this  year's  schedule.  If  you  take  time  to  notice  our 
fleet  I  we  take  great  pride  in  keeping  it  looking  great  and  ready  to  perform. 

We  again  received  a  grant  from  the  S.A.F.E.  program,  which  enables  the  Department  to  continue  the  work 
with  the  schools  for  fire  prevention  and  the  message  of  the  dangers  of  smoking. 

We  give  thanks  to  the  Couplings  Board  of  Selectmen,  Capital  Planning  Committee  and  all  other  Town  and 
State  agencies  for  their  continued  support. 

Income  for  1999  is  as  follows:  Ambulance  $75,462 

Inspections  $6,008 


Respectfully  Submitted, 
Chief  Brian  W.  Peavey,  Sr. 
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MERRIMAC  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  MEMBERS 


*  Deputy  Chief  Ralph  W.  Spencer 

Chief  Brian  W.  Peavey  Sr. 

*  Deputy  Chief  Norman  W.  Armstrong 

Officers 


Captain  Michael  Sloban 

Captain  William  Dow 

LT.  Larry  Fisher 
*  LT.  Brian  Peavey,  Jr. 

Captain  Norman  Condon 

LT.  Joseph  Conroy  Sr. 

*  LT.  Scott  Maker 

Regular  Members 


Steven  Brown 

Harry  Ellis 

*  Gregory  Habgood 

*  Patricia  Jordan 

Clifton  Judson 

*  Elaine  McCarthy 

Patrick  Noone 

James  Sevigny 

*  Wayne  Smart,  Sr. 

Jay  Soucy 

Loren  Clark 

Thomas  Flinn 

James  Hume 

Thomas  Jordan 

Mark  Judson 

*  Brian  Michaud 

Robert  Peters 

*  Eric  Shears 

Lester  Smith 

*  Mark  Soucy 

Substitute  Members 


Arthur  Amirault 
*  Kathy  Dow 

Alan  Mazur 

Daniel  Ross 

Wayne  Armstrong 
*  Jane  Licktieg 

Anthony  McDonough 

*  Denotes  EMT 
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1999  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  RESPONSES 


AMBULANCE  CALLS  380 

MUTUAL  AID: 

AMBULANCE: 

RECEIVED  13 

GIVEN  31 

FIRE: 

RECEIVED  3 

GIVEN  35 

VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS  50 

CO  DETECTOR  ALARMS  7 

ELECTRICAL  PROBLEMS  12 

ALARMS  SOUNDING  33 

CHIMNEY  FIRES  4 

STRUCTURE  FIRES  4 

MEETINGS,  TRAINING/WORK  PARTIES  33 

WOODS/BRUSH  1 1 

WATER/BOAT  RESCUE  1 

SMOKE  IN  THE  AREA  12 

MEDIC  ALERT  ALARMS  4 

HAZARDOUS  MATERIAL  INCIDENT  9 

VEHICLE  FIRES  17 

FOOD  ON  THE  STOVE  20 

ILLEGAL  BURNING  12 

STOVE  FIRES  6 

APPLIANCE  PROBLEMS  3 

ODOR  OF  GAS  4 

FURNANCE  PROBLEMS  6 

HAY  FIRE  1 

WOOD  CHIP  PILE  FIRE  7 

ATV  ACCIDENT  1 

LIGHTNING  STRIKE  2 

REPORTED  PLANE  CRASH  1 

HEAT  TAPE  FIRE  2 

WATER  PROBLEM  2 

TOTAL  RESPONSES  639 
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MERRIMAC  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  MASTER  BOX  LIST 


Box  No. 

Facility: 

Address 

4 

Municipal  Building 

1 6  East  Main  St. 

5 

Town  Hall 

Merrimac  Square 

8 

Surrey  Lane 

19  West  Main  St. 

9 

Little  Peoples  Pre  School 

59  West  Main  St. 

12 

Library 

34  West  Main  St. 

13 

Carriage  Square 

38  West  Main  St. 

14 

Time  Out 

80  West  Main  St. 

15 

Harbor  Schools 

84  West  Main  St. 

16 

Bell  Atlantic  Telephone 

Central  St. 

17 

Bosco's  Cinema  Pub 

34  Broad  St. 

18 

Carriage  Court 

Mill  St. 

19 

Advanced  Laundry 

Federal  Way 

21 

Merrimac  House 

2  Prospect  Hill 

23 

Menimac  Savings  Bank 

Merrimac  Square 

24 

Gr.  Lynn  Mental  Health 

40  Church  St. 

25 

Pilgrim  Congo  Church 

27  Church  St. 

34 

Merrimac  Post  Office 

East  Main  St. 

112 

Nativity  Church 

4  Green  St. 

132 

Donaghue  School 

Union  St. 

133 

FEBBO  Veterinary 

Union  St.  Ext. 

142 

Light  &  Water  Depts 

West  Main  St. 

171 

Merri- Village 

Middle  St. 

271 

Sweetsir  School 

Chinch  St. 

341 

Waste  Treatment  Plant 

Federal  Way 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  POLICE 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac  Massachusetts: 
I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Police  Department  for  the  year  1999. 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT  ACTIVITIES 


General  Services  1636 

Forcible  Rape  1 

Aggravated  Assault  1 

Breaking  &  Entering  21 

Larceny  37 

Stolen  Motor  Vehicles  3 

Recovered  Stolen  Motor  Vehicles  2 

Non- Aggravated  Assaults  2 

Fraud  1 

Receiving  Stolen  Property  1 

Vandalism  66 

Weapons  Violations  17 

Offenses  Against  Family  &  Children  1 

Operating  Under  the  Influence  2 

Liquor  Laws  Violations  1 

Disorderly  Conduct  1 

Field  Investigations  120 

General  Offenses  7 

Trespassing  13 

Civil  Complaints  15 

Juvenile  Offenses  19 

Local  Ordinance  V iolations  1 0 

Missing  Persons  14 

Lost  &  Found  61 

General  Disturbances  26 

Family  Disturbances  46 

Gathering  Disturbances  47 

Youths  Playing  in  Streets  13 


Noise  Complaints 
Annoying  Phone  Calls 
Suspicious  Activity 
Boating  Complaints 


Officers  Wanted  5 1 1 

Escorts  5 

Prisoner  Transports  2 

Assist  Citizens  238 

Tow 

Transports  2 1 

Building  Checks  1 4 1 

Message  Deliveries  197 

Animal  Complaints  390 

Assist  Municipal  Agencies  238 

Emergency  Services  53 


13 


Ambulance  Calls 

318 

Medical/Mental 

6 

Reported  Deaths 

1 

Incapacitated  Persons 

13 

Fire  Alarms 

158 

Burglar  Alarms 

250 

Assist  Other  Police  Departments 

445 

Traffic  Complaints 

2502 

Radar  Assignment 

2 

Speeding  Complaints 

26 

Leaving  the  Scene  of  an  Accident,  Property  Damage 

13 

Vehicle  Accidents,  Personal  Injury 

25 

Vehicle  Accidents,  Property  Damage 

56 

Traffic  Control 

19 

Abandoned  Motor  Vehicle 

13 

Intra-Department  Services 

32 

Days  in  District  Court 

71 

Days  in  Superior  Court 

17 

Servicing  Cruiser  s 

95 

Motor  Vehicle  Pursuits 

3 

Summons  Served 

27 

Citations  Issued 

477 

Warnings 

87 

Summons 

360 

Arrests 

30 

ARRESTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1998 


Male  Residents 

22 

Male  Non-Residents 

32 

Female  Residents 

10 

Female  Non-Residents 

9 

Male  Residents  (Juveniles) 

4 

Male  Non-Residents  (Juveniles) 

2 

Female  Non-Residents  (Juveniles) 

1 

PROTECTIVE  CUSTODY  FOR  YEAR  1998 


Male  Residents  2 

Male  Non-Residents  3 

Female  Non  Residents  1 

Female  Non-Residents  2 

Male  Non-Residents  (Juveniles)  1 


The  men  and  women  of  the  Police  Department  would  like  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  Merrimac  Board  of 
Selectmen,  the  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac  and  the  Town  Departments  who  assist  the  Police 
Department  throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  A.  Flynn,  Jr. 

Chief  of  Police. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

PENTUCKET  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  COMMITTEE 

for  the  1998  -99  YEAR 
Ending  June  30, 1999 

This  annual  report  of  the  school  department  activities  for  FY99  has  been  prepared  by  the 
superintendent  on  behalf  of  the  Pentucket  Regional  School  Committee.  A  statement  of  School  District 
Revenues  and  Expenditures  has  also  been  prepared  by  our  treasurer  and  business  manager  and  follows  this 
report. 


George  W.  Mavroides,  Chairman 

Sally  Cookman,  Vice  Chairman 

Lynda  M.  Williams,  Secretary 

Margaret  J.  Muench,  Asst.  Treasurer 

Carol  A.  Grazio 

Edward  B.  Hardy,  III 

Nan  Hocking-McDonough 

Douglas  J.  King 

Karen  C.  Letoumeau 

Laurel  S.  Sweeney 

Todd  A.  Treado 

Brian  L.  Young 
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PENTUCKET  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
ANNUAL  REPORT 
FISCAL  YEAR  1999 


In  1998-99  the  Pentucket  Regional  School  District  educated  over  3,400  students  (pre  K-  12)  from 
our  towns  of  Groveland,  Merrimac,  and  West  Newbury.  Children  from  Merrimac  represented  slightly  over 
35%  of  the  total  population.  Overall  district  wide  enrollment  continues  to  grow;  but  in  FY99  the  most 
significant  enrollment  increase  occurred  at  our  high  school.  Several  classrooms  at  the  middle  school  are 
being  used  for  high  school  classes;  and  changes  in  the  cafeteria  schedule  were  implemented  as  measures  to 
help  alleviate  the  crowded  conditions..  While  school  administrators  continue  to  review  other  strategies  to 
address  this  problem  (as  the  increase  in  grades  9-12  enrollment  will  continue  to  be  pronounced  over  the 
next  few  years),  the  Pentucket  Regional  School  Committee  has  been  moving  forward  its  "Pentucket  2000" 
plan  to  address  educational  space  needs  on  a  more  long-term  basis.  Despite  the  acknowledged  enrollment 
increases,  class  sizes  at  all  levels  have  remained  educational])'  sound.  Average  class  sizes  at  the  secondary 
level  are  around  22:  1;  and  in  each  of  the  elementary  schools  the  average  class  size  is  slightly  below  that, 
particularly  at  the  primary  grades  where  they  are  generally  20:1  or  less.  The  School  Committee  continues 
to  prioritize  the  importance  of  class  sizes  and  feels  it  is  crucial  to  maintain  educationally  sound 
student/teacher  ratios  as  we  continue  our  efforts  to  elevated  academic  standards  and  achievement  for  all 
students.  In  the  spring  of  1999  the  second  statewide  administration  of  the  Massachusetts  Comprehensive 
Assessment  System  (MCAS)  took  place.  This  very  demanding  test  of  core  academic  subjects  was  given  to 
all  students  in  grades  4,  8  and  10;  and  the  results  of  this  lengthy  assessment  (15-18  hours)  provides  a  great 
deal  of  information  on  how  well  our  students  and  our  schools  are  doing  in  regard  to  meeting  the  standards 
of  the  adopted  curriculum  frameworks  called  for  in  the  Education  Reform  Act.  Educators  in  our  district 
have  been  focusing  on  recent  results  and  working  to  better  align  our  curriculum  with  the  state  frameworks, 
as  well  as  developing  strategies  and  programs  to  assist  students  in  improving  their  individual  performance. 
Passing  the  MCAS  is  a  requirement  for  graduation  for  the  Class  of  2003.  Our  professional  staff  continues 
to  address  those  areas  of  our  instructional  program  that  may  need  strengthening-,  but  the  past  two  years  of 
MCAS  results  can  also  be  viewed  as  a  reflection  of  the  soundness  of  our  instructional  program,  for  on  a 
statewide  basis  our  aggregate  scaled  scores  for  all  academic  areas  place  Pentucket  in  the  top  fifth,  with  the 
most  recent  scores  slightly  up  overall  from  the  baseline  year  of  1998. 

At  the  Sweetsir  and  Donaghue  Schools,  ongoing  efforts  to  enhance  our  instructional  programs 
through  activities  such  as  staff  training  initiatives,  after  school  MCAS  tutoring  and  homework  lab,  have 
been  nicely  complemented  by  enrichment  activities  that  will  help  significantly  in  the  total  development  of 
our  children.  An  evening  enrichment  program  in  courses  such  as  chemistry,  chess,  computer,  newspaper 
writing,  drama,  and  crafts  has  been  offered;  and  we're  sponsoring  five  competitive  Odyssey  of  the  Mind 
teams  at  Donoghue.  The  Global  Child  and  the  PTO  after  school  exploration  programs  continue  to  be 
available  at  both  schools.  Through  the  laudable  support  of  the  Merrimac  PTO  Cultural  Arts  Committee,  a 
series  of  programs/performances  (artist  in  residence,  Tony  Vacca,  Bmce  Schwoegler,  A  Christmas  Carol 
Mr.  Magnet,  etc)  have  been  enjoyed  by  our  elementary  students.  Home-school  communications  and 
cooperation  continue  to  be  of  the  highest  priority.  Parent  workshops,  curriculum  nights,  and  regular 
vehicles  for  communication  (school  newsletters,  take  home  Tuesday  folders,  handouts,  etc.)  are  plentiful 
and  reflective  of  our  core  belief  that  children  learn  best  when  teachers  and  parents  work  together.  In 
1998-99  our  schools'  crisis  response  plans  were  reviewed  and  upgraded,  and  measures  were  taken  to 
increase  security  in  our  schools. 

At  the  secondary  level  our  curricular  and  co-curricular  programs  continue  to  offer  students 
comprehensive  and  challenging  opportunities  to  leam  and  develop  their  interests  and  talents.  The  middle 
school  sponsored  its  first  Math,  Science  and  Technology  Fair,  and  it  was  well  received  by  students  and 
parents.  Other  extra  curricular  activities,  such  as  our  middle  school  interscholastic  math  team,  student 
council,  peer  leader  program,  and  newspaper  club,  provide  young  people  with  experiences  to  extend 
classroom  activities  provided  by  our  interdisciplinary  teams  in  the  areas  of  language  arts,  math,  science, 
and  social  studies,  as  well  as  world  languages,  health,  physical  education,  music,  art,  consumer  and  family 
studies,  and  theatre  arts.  The  middle  school  production  of  Singing  in  the  Rain  was  a  major  success;  and  our 
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middle  school  band  and  chorus  each  won  gold  medals  in  the  Northeast  Regional  Competition  for  the 
second  year  in  a  row.  Staff  training  efforts  were  concentrated  on  improving  differentiation  of  instruction 
and  curriculum  upgrading/alignment  in  response  to  MCAS  and  the  state  curriculum  frameworks. 

In  the  spring  of  1999  the  School  Committee  approved  new  and  enhanced  high  school  graduation 
standards  for  the  Class  of  2003.  Our  comprehensive  course  offerings  were  expanded  in  a  few  areas, 
including  an  advanced  chemistry  course  and  electives  in  the  performing  arts.  As  mentioned  above,  MCAS 
results  in  1999  show  our  students  performing  in  the  upper  fifth  when  compared  with  statewide  peers;  but 
they  also  point  out  areas  to  be  addressed  within  our  general  curriculum  and  call  for  remediation  strategies 
for  some  students  so  that  they  will  be  able  to  meet  the  competency  determination  as  called  for  in  MCAS  by 
2003.  College  Board  testing  results  show  our  students  performing  above  the  state  and  national  average, 
with  ten  students  in  1999  being  commended  by  the  National  Merit  Scholarship  Program.  Our  district  wide 
Science  Fair  and  Arts  Festival  have  become  true  community  events  to  enjoy  and  celebrate  the  talents  of  our 
young  people.  The  after  school  extra  curricular  program  is  broad  and  enjoys  strong  student  support;  and 
our  interscholastic  athletic  program  grows  in  student  involvement  and  in  expanded  offerings  (most  recently 
interscholastic  golf  and  girls'  indoor  track). 

Our  communities  are  proud  of  our  school  programs  and  most  importantly  our  young  people.  The 
best  reflection  of  the  quality  of  our  schools  is  the  young  people  who  graduate  from  our  Pentucket  School 
System,  recognizing  that  every  level  of  their  education  is  so  vitally  important  in  their  total  development.. 
The  post  high  school  plans  of  the  Class  of  1999  are  similar  to  those  of  recent  graduates  with  approximately 
64%  going  on  to  four  year  public  or  private  college,  15%  going  on  to  two  year  programs,  4%  going  into 
the  military  and  17%  going  to  work  We  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  our  graduates;  and  following  are 
the  Merrimac  members  of  the  Class  of  1999: 


Samantha  Aigner-Treworgy 

Rachelle  Borkovich-DeCelle 

Scott  Cameron 

Erin  Carey 

Robert  Carey 

Charles  Casey 

Allison  Chan-on 

Kristopher  Christian 

Wyeth  Cobum 

Carlene  Coolbaugh 

Allison  Cormier 

Philip  J.  Cosgrove 

Noah  Cutting 

Daniel  Dore 

Joshua  Douglas 

Nicholas  Elmi 

Elizabeth  Fioreflo 

Laura  Fowler 

English  Gadd 

Lindsey  Harrington 

Tmdi  Henderson 

Eh  Herman 

Richard  Holcroft 

Chanelle  Hmne 

Matthewjones 

Nickolas  Kimbrell 

Robert  Kimbrell 


Nathaniel  Korpusik 
Ryan  Lamy 
Chad  Larson 
Jessica  Lulsdorf 
Maria  Masaitis 
James  McHenry 
David  Michel 
Valerie  Moumeault 
Brienne  Neve 
Jeffrey  Newhouse 
James  Nickerson 
Anthony  Poskus 
Stephanie  Powell 
Nathan  Rankle 
Arthur  Raynes 
Kenneth  Rogers 
Greta  Sande 
Cassie  Shackleton 
Scott  Sudol 
Jennifer  Syvertson 
Sarah  Tatro-julian 
Cassandra  Taylor 
Kevin  Teague 
John  Williams 
Donald  Wise 
Timothy  Zappas 
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A  statement  of  School  District  Revenues  and  Expenditures  has  been  prepared  by  our  treasurer  and 
business  manager  and  follows  this  report. 

George  W.  Mavroides,  Chairman 
Pentucket  Regional  School  Committee 


PENTUCKET  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
Statement  of  Revenues  and  Expenditures 
General  Fund 

For  the  Year  Ended  June  30, 1998 


REVENUES 


Assessments  to  Member  Towns  $9,35 1 ,94 1 

State  Aid  10,852,233 

Interest  Income  81,136 

Miscellaneous  Receipts  53,258 

Total  Revenues  $20,338,568 


EXPENDITURES 


Bagnall  Elementary  $2,3 1 9,839 

Donaghue  &  Sweetsir  Elementary  2,852,344 

Page  Elementary  2,083,537 

Pentucket  Middle  School  2,453,994 

Pentucket  High  School  4,580,454 

District  Wide  Services  6,044,632 

Total  Expenditures  $20,334,800 

Excess  of  Revenues  over  Expenditures  $3,768 


Contribution  from  the  Town  of  Merrimac  was  $3,146,315 
Capital  Assessment  paid  by  Town  of  Merrimac  was  $214,244 
Stabilization  paid  by  Town  of  Merrimac  was  $17,571 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL  ON  AGING 


As  in  Fiscal  Year  99,  the  members  of  the  Board  of  the  Council  on  Aging  and  the  Director,  Laura 
Dillingham-Mailman,  applied  again  for  the  Community  Development  Block  Grant  (CDBG).  In  December, 
the  COA  learned  that  we  were  not  awarded  one  of- the  highly  competitive  grants.  Since  this  is  not  unusual, 
plans  were  made  to  reapply  for  the  next  round  in  fiscal  year  2000.  In  February,  the  Council  on  Aging 
learned  that  the  Masonic  Hall  on  East  Main  Street  was  for  sale.  The  Building  Committee  toured  the  facility 
and  recommended  the  Selectmen  consider  purchasing  the  property  for  use  as  a  Senior  Center.  The  purchase 
was  approved  at  Special  Town  Meeting  in  May.  COA  Chairwoman  Colleen  Ranshaw-Fiorello  and  COA 
Treasurer  Terri  Walden,  Laura  Dillingham-Mailman  (COA  Director),  and  Finance  Director  William  Gustus 
began  to  research  and  write  a  grant  proposal  for  a  Community  Development  Block  Grant  to  renovate  the 
100  East  Main  Street  facility.  Woodman  and  Associates  Architects  was  hired  to  begin  designing 
architectural  plans  for  the  former  Masonic  Lodge.  Working  closely  with  the  Building  Committee,  the 
Selectmen,  and  with  information  from  a  public  hearing,  the  Council  on  Aging  feels  confident  that  these 
new  plans  will  address  many  of  the  problems  associated  with  the  current  Senior  Center  on  School  Street 
which  include  offices  for  staff,  additional  activity  rooms,  storage  space,  and  parking  The  grant  proposal 
was  due  July  9,1999  and  we  would  learn  the  status  of  our  application  in  the  fall  of  1999.  The  Council  on 
Aging  was  awarded  an  Incentive  Grant  from  the  Executive  Office  of  Elder  Affairs  (EOEA)  to  continue 
funding  a  part-time  Volunteer  Coordinator.  As  a  member  of  the  Tri-Council  on  Aging  Consortium,  the 
Merrimac  COA  was  awarded  a  Service  Incentive  Award  (EOEA)  that  provided  information  and  training  to 
Outreach  Workers  and  helped  to  establish  support  groups.  The  Council  on  Aging  also  received  a 
state-funded  Formula  Grant  (EOEA)  to  help  fund  several  programs  at  the  Senior  Center  (Grants  totaled 
over  $  10,000).  The  Merrimac  Council  on  Aging  is  grateful  to  the  Friends  of  the  Council  on  Aging  for  their 
continued  support  and  to  an  active  group  of  137  volunteers  who  gave  5,619  hours  of  volunteer  service  to 
the  COA  and  Senior  Center. 


The  Merrimac  Council  on  Aging  Mission  Statement: 


"To  provide  services  designed  to  improve  the  quality  of  elders  by  assisting  them  to  remain  as 
physically  mobile,  mentally  alert  socially  -active  as  possible..  The  Council  on  Aging  advocates  for 
older  adults,  manages  the  resources  needed  to  develop  services,  provides  education  for  seniors  and 
their  families  regarding  choices  in  their  care  and  community  services  available  to  them." 


Based  on  the  goals  and  beliefs  expressed  in  the  mission  statement,  the  COA  has  made  the  following 
services  available  to  local  seniors  and  their  families. 


Medical  Equipment  Loans 

Outreach  and  Reassurance  Calls  and  Assistance 

Legal  Aid 

Advocacy 

Community  Services 

SHINE  (Serving  Health  Information  Needs  of  Elders) 
Transportation  for  Medical  appointments  and  shopping 
Meals  (served  Mon.-  Thurs.  at  Senior  Center) 

Salvation  Army  Service  Unit 


Family  Services  and  Assistance 
Support  Groups 
Tax  Assistance 

Weekly  Blood  Pressure  Clinics 

Podiatry  Clinics 

Hearing  Clinics 

Risk  Assessments 

Health  Information  &  Education 

Referrals  (Elder  Services) 


Bingo 

Bowling 

Midge- 

Cribbage 

Creative  Writing  Class 
Trips 


Activities  available: 

Exercise 
Hobby 
Line  Dance 
Men's  Breakfasts 
Newsletter 
Mystery  Rides 


Outdoor  Sports 
Parties 
Quilting 
Special  Events 
Tai  Chi 

Seasonal  Crafts 
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Respectfully  submitted. 


The  Members  of  the  Board  of  the  Council  on  Aging 


Colleen  Ranshaw-Fiorello,  Chairman 
Herbert  Gynan,  Vice  Chairman 
Dorothy  Lumsden,  Secretary 
Terri  Walden,  Treasurer 
Ellie  Adams 
Mary  Cheny 


Irene  Kimbrell 
Inez  Lund 

Elizabeth  T.  Pittman 
John  (Roy)  Minihan 
James  J.  Murphy 
Dorothy  Cloyd,  Associate 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 

WHITTIER  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 


Whittier  Regional  Vocational  Technical  High  School  is  entering  its  twenty  seventh  year.  To  date,  we  have 
graduated  6,306  students  from  a  regular  day  school. 


The  enrollment  for  the  Evening  School  from  Merrimac:  46 
The  October  1,  1998  Day  School  Enrollment: 


Boys 

Grade  9  5 

Grade  10  18 

Grade  11  8 

Grade  12  5 


Total -51 


Girls 

5 

3 

5 

2 


1999  Graduates  -  3 

The  cost  to  Merrimac  for  the  school  year  1998-1999  was  $308,140.00. 

Respectfully  yours, 

PAUL  M.  TUCKER 
Merrimac  Representative 

KAREN  SARKISIAN 
Superintendent 


*Equal  Educational  Opportunity  -  Equal  Employment  Opportunity* 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MERRIMAC  WATER  DEPARTMENT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,1999 


The  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  and  Manager  are  pleased  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Merrimac 
Water  Department  for  the  year  1999. 

NEW  CONNECTIONS:  During  1999  there  were  11  new  homes  connected  to  the  town’s  water  system, 
bringing  the  total  number  of  connections  to  1,666. 

PRIVILEGE  FEE:  $15,200  was  collected  during  1999  from  individuals  and  developers  for  new  service 
connections  and  deposited  to  Water  Department  Privilege  Fee  account.  MWD  utilizes  this  funding  for 
various  improvements  to  our  distribution  system. 

SURPLUS  FUNDS  /  SYSTEM  IMPROVEMENTS:  MWD  ended  FY99  with  a  surplus  of  $76,230.07. 
Funding  during  1999  enabled  MWD  to  continue  with  Water  Exploration.  Several  of  the  test  wells  installed 
in  the  fall  of  99  indicated  an  area  within  the  Bear  Hill  Wellfield  that  has  the  potential  to  be  developed  as  a 
new  water  source. 


Merrimac  Water  received  State  approval  during  August  99  to  operate  all  four  new  wells  installed  at  East 
Main  Street  Wellfield  in  1996. 


In  May  99  monies  were  appropriated  and  the  engineering  was  begun  for  the  water  main  replacement  along 
West  Main  Street,  from  the  standpipe  road  to  the  Haverhill  line.  This  work  is  also  scheduled  to  include  an 
interconnection  with  Haverhill  in  the  event  of  an  emergency.  Work  is  anticipated  to  begin  in  the  spring  of 
2000. 


MWD  received  State  approval  to  reduce  mandatory  lead  and  copper  testing  to  annual  testing.  The  decrease 
in  testing  was  permitted  after  test  results  indicated  the  department's  corrosion  control  has  significantly 
reduced  levels  that  had  been  previously  detected. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Linda  Soucy,  Manager  for  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners 


David  Vance,  Chairman 
Norman  Sande 
Norman  Denault,  Secretary 


Term  Expires  2000 
Term  Expires  2001 
Term  Expires  2002 
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MERRIMAC  WATER  DEPARTMENT 
INCOME  STATEMENT 
JUNE  30,1999 


REVENUE 

Residential,  Comm.,  Municipal  Rates 
Water  Sprinklers 
Water  Miscellaneous 
Fiscal  Year  Liens 

TOTAL  REVENUE  COLLECTED 
EXPENSES 

Manager's  Salary 
Office  Salary 
Water  Dept.  Wages 
Overtime 
Office  Supplies 
Fuel  Heat 
Purchased  Power 
Stock 

Transportation 

Engineering 

Real  Estate  Taxes  (NH) 

Water  Testing 
Chemicals 
Cross  Connection 
Well  Cleaning 
Roadway  &  Excavation 
Commissioners  Salary 
Longevity  Pay 

TOTAL  DIRECT  EXPENSES 
TOTAL  WATER  BOND  EXPENSE  -  FILTER  PLANT 

WATER  DEPT.  SHARE  INS.,  WORKERS  COME,  FICA  32,006.00 
TOTAL  WATER  DEPT.  EXPENSE  496,010.05 

GROSS  PROFIT  (LOSS) 

Respectfully  Submitted  Linda  Soucy,  Manager 


533,173.65 

300.00 

34,146.25 

4,620.22 

572,240.12 

16,811.00 

15,235.72 

84,000.26 

14,780.17 

21,855.59 

4,131.59 

34,834,70 

37,405.34 

2,476.86 

18,002.25 

2,138.00 

6,659.20 

36,814.80 

625.00 

4,847.90 

6,015.00 

840.00 

616.67 

308,090.05 

155,920.00 


76,230.07 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MERRIMAC  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 
YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,1999 


The  Board  of  Light  Commissioners  and  Manager  are  pleased  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Merrimac 
Light  Department  for  the  year  1999. 

NEW  SERVICES:  During  1999  there  were  a  total  of  29  new  homes  connected  to  the  town’s  electric 
distribution  system.  The  total  number  of  electric  meters  in  service  at  year's  end  was  2,550. 

IMPROVEMENTS:  During  1999  MLD  moved  forward  with  planned  upgrades.  In  early  99  MLD's 
linecrew  completed  the  conversion  of  the  West  Main  Street  and  Birchmeadow  Road  area  to  a  higher 
voltage  for  improved  system  efficiency  and  reliability. 

MLD  also  completely  upgraded  the  Lake  Attitash  area.  This  work  included  the  replacement  of  29  poles, 
the  installation  of  new  primary  and  secondary  conductors  and  the  replacement  of  line  transformers. 

POLE  REPLACEMENT:  A  total  of  45  poles  were  installed  or,  replaced  during  the  year  throughout  the 
various  upgrades. 

In  retrospect,  1999  was  a  very  productive  year.  The  Department  achieved  the  goals  it  set  out  to  complete 
during  the  year  for  system  improvements.  The  work  we  have  been  doing  will  help  ensure  that  our  system  is 
reliable  now  and  into  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Linda  Soucy,  Manager  for  the  Board  of  Light  Commissioners 


David  Vance,  Chairman 
Norman  Sande 
Norman  Denault,  Secretary 


Term  Expires  2000 
Term  Expires  2001 
Term  Expires  2002 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SEWER  COMMISSIONERS 


The  following  -  is  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners  for  the  calendar  year  1999.  The  Merrimac 
Wastewater  Treatment  Facility  is  an  extended  aeration  oxidation  ditch  process  designed  to  treat  450,000 
gallons  of  raw  sewage  and  1,000  gallons  of  septage  per  day.  In  1999,  132,741,200  gallons  of  raw  sewage 
and  35,000  gallons  of  septage  were  treated.  The  average  daily  flow  treated  was  363,675  gallons  of  raw 
sewage  and  100  gallons  of  septage.  The  facility  ended  1999,  operating  at  83%  capacity.  The  wastewater 
treatment  process  generated  560  cubic  yards  of  wet  sludge  that  were  recycled  for  agricultural  re-use  as 
approved  by  Mass  DEP. 

Many  homes  have  newer  available  to  them  and  are  not  connected  to  the  system.  The  Board  urges  those 
people  to  connect,  as  capacity  is  not  saved  at  the  plant.  In  1999,  51  houses  were  connected  to  the  system. 

The  engineering  firm  of  Tata  &  Howard  has  done  an  up-grade  study  of  the  entire  sewer  system.  The  final 
report  is  completed,  and  shows  our  needs  for  the  next  10  years.  This  study  is  an  EPA  requirement  when  the 
plant  reached  80%  of  full  capacity. 


REVENUE  FY  1999 

Invoiced  User  Fees  384,686.80 

Collected: 

User  Fees 
Liens 

Betterments  -  Fees  -  Licenses 
Total  Collected 

EXPENDITURES  FY  1999 

O  &  M  365,675.32 

Given  to  the  Town  of  Merrimac 

DEVELOPMENT  FUND 

Balance  End  of  FY  98  133,297.55 

Collected  FY  99  62.925.00 

Total  Collected 

Expended 

Balance  End  of  FY  99 


376,134.02 

9,131.62 

10,606.61 


(26,257,32)  uncollected 


395,872.25 


30,196.93 


196,222.55 

138,331.65 

57,890.90 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners 


Richard  J.  Powers 
Michael  F.  Fall 
Richard  L.  Herbert 


Term  Expires  2000 
Term  Expires  2001 
Term  Expires  2002 
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TOWN  OF  MERRIMAC,  MASSACHUSETTS 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


The  Board  of  Assessors  respectfully  submits  the  following  report  for  the  Fiscal  Year  2000  (July  1,  1999 
June  30,  2000). 

As  we  enter  the  third  year  following  the  recertification  of  1998,  the  Board  of  Assessors  is  preparing  for  the 
Fiscal  2001  recertification.  The  cost  of  this  job  will  be  approximately  $21,000  and  represents  an  increase  of 
$3,000  from  the  1997-1998  job. 

The  Assessor's  new  computer  hardware  and  software  have  been  ordered  and  is  expected  to  be  up  and 
running  by  the  end  of  August  2000. 

Thanks  to  the  voters,  we  were  able  to  realize  the  addition  of  a  part-time  clerk  to  the  staff  and  this  has  made 
a  big  difference  in  completing  our  work  in  a  timely  fashion  and  giving  better  service  tot  he  public  Although 
19  hours  a  week  has  helped  make  a  difference  we  will  be  requesting  25  hours  a  week  as  we  have  in  the 
past 

The  Fiscal  2000  growth  ($103,000)  was  substantially  lower  than  Fiscal  1999  ($162,000).  There  are  many 
factors  helped  effect  the  drop  in  growth  This  drop  in  new  growth  was  also  one  of  the  factors  in  the  years' 
tax  rate  increase  along  with  a  reduction  in  estimated  receipts.  The  tax  rate  of  $15.61  was  an  increase  of  75 
cents  per  thousand  from  the  Fiscal  1999  rate  of  $14.86.  This  was  the  first  increase  in  three  years.  The  Town 
of  Merrimac  was  under  the  levy  limit  by  $292,781.00  which  has  been  a  trend  for  a  few  years.  This  is  a 
good  indication  that  Merrimac  voters  have  been  fiscally  responsible  in  approving  budgets. 

If  you  have  any  questions  please  call  the  Assessor's  office.  If  our  clerk,  Joyce  Clohecy,  cannot  answer  your 
question  one  of  the  Assessors  will  get  back  to  you. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

The  Board  of  Assessors 


Edward  R.  Davis,  MAA 

Term  expires 

2000 

George  W.  Mutti,  MAA 

Term  expires 

2002 

Diane  F.  Cole,  MAA 

Term  expires 

2001 
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Tax  Rate  Recapitulation  Fiscal  2000 


1 .  Tax  Rate  Summary 

A.  Total  Amount  to  be  raised 

B.  Total  Estimated  Receipts  &  Revenue 

C.  Net  Amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation 

D.  Classified  Tax  Levies 


Residential 

92.9712 

Open  Space 

0 

Commercial 

3.8531 

Industrial 

1.7553 

Personal  Prop. 

1.4224 

100.0000% 

$8,729,613.55 

3,921,260.00 

4,808,353.55 


Amount  to  Raise 

A.  Appropriations 

$8,661,627.50 

B.  Cherry  Sheet  Offsets 

8,299.00 

C.  State  &  Cherry  Sheet  Charges 

29,994.05 

D.  Overlay 

29.994.05 

Total  Amount  to  be  Raised 

$8,729,613.55 

Estimated  Receipts  and  other  Revenue 

A.  Estimated  Receipts  -  State 

$1,270,288.00 

B.  Estimated  Receipts  -  Local 

2,190,791.00 

C.  Revenue  Appropriated 

447,181.00 

D.  Other  Revenues  to  Reduce  Tax  Rate 

13,000.00 

Total 

$3,921,260.00 

Number  of  Taxable  Accounts  -  Real  Estate 


Commercial 

86 

Condominiums 

115 

Industrial 

20 

Residential  Sing 

1453 

Residential  Two 

126 

Residential  Three 

5 

Residential  Apt 

20 

Residential  Land 

217 

Comm.  Other 

24 

Personal  Prop. 

143 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PLAYGROUND  COMMISSION 


The  Playground  Commission  had  another  successful  year.  We  would  like  to  thank  our  maintenance  staff 
for  a  great  job.  The  commissioners  have  the  responsibility  of  maintaining  and  assigning  the  town  playing 
fields.  The  commissioners  are  not  only  looking  at  today  but  tomorrow’s  assignments.  AT  the  present  time 
our  fields  are  being  overused.  We  need  new  facilities  for  all  ages. 

This  year  we  have  lost  three  important  members.  Our  chairman,  Mike  Stevens  has  stepped  down  after 
many  years.  We  will  miss  his  valuable  and  timeless  input.  He  plans  to  spend  more  time  with  his  family. 
Second,  we  will  miss  Dave  Riley,  who  put  in  many  years  of  good  service  with  the  commission.  We  wish 
him  good  luck  as  principal  of  Triton  Regional  High  School.  Third,  we  will  be  losing  Allison  Gadd,  who  in 
a  short  time  as  a  commissioner  took  on  a  lot  of  responsibility.  We  wish  her  success  in  her  new  community. 
The  commission  is  looking  forward  to  keeping  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department  looking  towards  the 
future. 

The  commissioners  would  like  to  thank  the  people  of  Merrimac  for  their  support  over  the  past  year.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  next  year  and  we  will  be  listening  to  the  townspeople  for  new  ideas. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  Hume,  Chairman 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


The  Board  of  Health  meets  regularly  at  7:00  PM  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays  of  each  month.  The 
meeting  is  held  in  the  Council  on  Aging  building,  28  School  Street. 

The  office  is  generally  open  from  8:30  AM  to  4:00  PM  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  We  may  be  contacted 
at: 


Tel.  978-346-4066 
Fax.  978-346-0522 
E-mail  merrimacboh@greennet.net 

In  accordance  with  Title  V  Regulations  we  must  permit  all  Septage  Haulers/Pumpers,  and  they  must 
provide  the  Board  with  records  of  every  septage  system  pumped  in  Merrimac.  After  reviewing,  the  Board 
must  maintain  a  file  of  these  pumping  reports.  When  considered  necessary,  the  Board  or  Health  Agent  will 
inspect  the  septage  system  to  confirm  its  condition. 

The  Board  of  Health  has  witnessed  percolation  tests  for  new  lots  and  for  failed  systems.  Indian  Head  Park 
lake  water  was  regularly  tested  during  the  summer  months. 

Eileen  Stepanian,  Town  Nurse,  continues  her  programs  at  the  Senior  Center,  including  home  visits,  blood 
pressure  clinics  and  syringe  collection. 

Ed  Gallagher,  Health  Agent,  inspects  food  establishments  and  addresses  complaints  related  to  the  food 
industries. 

Ed  Gallagher  is  also  responsible  for  septic  system  design  review,  witnessing  percolation  and  deep  hole 
tests,  overseeing  construction  of  all  septic  systems,  well  inspections,  housing  inspections  and  other  Title  V 
related  duties. 

Term  Expiration: 

Laura  Weaver 
Gerald  Cleversey 
Deborah  Ketchen 

Respectfully  submitted, 


MERRIMAC  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Laura  Weaver,  Chairperson 
Deborah  Ketchen 
Gerald  Cleversey 


May  2000 
May  2000 
May  2002 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CEMETERY  TRUSTEES 


The  Locust  Grove  Cemetery  has  gone  through  some  changes  in  the  past  year.  We  have  completed  the 
lower  road  as  well  as  revamped  some  of  the  existing  roads.  We  have  also  started  an  ongoing  tree  trimming 
project. 

We,  as  Commissioners,  have  seen  small  but  significant  changes  within  the  cemeteries. 

The  Commissioners  have  met  with  our  new  neighbors  along  Locust  Grove  Ave.  and  we  have  made  some 
progress  in  cleaning  up  along  the  road  approaching  the  cemetery. 

We  look  forward  to  comments  from  the  townspeople  concerning  future  changes. 


Respectfully  Submitted, 


Trustees  of  Cemeteries 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 


The  Planning  Board  oversaw  several  successful  zoning  bylaw  changes  in  1999  including  the  creation  of  an 
Adult  Entertainment  Zone,  protecting  the  town  from  the  random  placement  of  such  an  establishment  within 
the  town.  Lot  area  size  was  increased  in  both  the  Residential  and  Light  industrial  Zones.  Also  the  use,  for 
certain  appeal  procedures,  for  the  Mobile  Home  Zone  were  clarified.  The  Bylaws  were  brought  up  to  date 
with  all  amendments  and  reprinted  for  sale  to  the  public. 

One  Definitive  Subdivision  Plan  and  eleven  Form  A  lots  were  approved  by  the  Board  One  Definitive  Plan 
remains  on  extension  pending  environmental  studies. 

The  Board  oversaw  the  completion  of  Spencer  Way  and  Timothy  Road  when  the  developer  failed  to 
complete  the  final  roadwork  and  landscaping.  Also  the  acceptance  of  Colonial  Drive,  Landau  Lane  and 
Hansom  Drive  as  town  streets. 

Permission  for  the  removal  of  a  tree  on  a  designated  scenic  road  was  granted  after  a  joint  hearing  of  the 
board  and  the  Tree  Warden.  The  tree  on  River  Road  will  be  replaced 

The  Board  has  generated  for  the  Town  a  total  of  $1,521.50  in  fees  and  charges  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted 

W.  Earl  Baumgardner,  Chairman 


Members  and  terms 

W.  Earl  Baumgardner 

2004 

Anne  Gardner 

2003 

Arthur  O'keefe 

2002 

Robert  Sinibaldi 

2001 

Arthur  Evans 

2000 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK 


As  Town  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac,  I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1998. 

BIRTHS 

Number  of  births  recorded 
Males 
Females 

Father,  native  bom 
Mother,  native  bom 
Father  and  Mother  both  native  bom 
Father  and  Mother  both  foreign  bom 
Mixed  parentage 


MARRIAGES 


Number  of  marriages  recorded 

44 

First  marriage  of  groom 

24 

First  marriage  of  bride 

21 

Groom,  native  bom 

41 

Bride,  native  bom 

41 

Average  age  of  groom 

36yr.4ms. 

Average  age  of  bride 

DEATHS 

35yr.lms. 

Number  of  deaths  recorded 

33 

Males 

18 

Females 

15 

Under  five  years 

0 

Males,  native  bom 

18 

Females,  native  bom 

15 

Parents,  native  bom 

18 

Parents,  foreign  bom 

9 

Mixed  parentage 

6 

Average  age 

69 

Oldest  person 

LICENSES 

86 

Total  Dog  licenses 

599 

Male 

45 

Female 

25 

Spayed  Female 

270 

Neutured  Male 

259 

Sporting  licenses 

159 

Minor’s  sporting  license 

2 

64 

29 

35 

62 

62 

60 

0 

4 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Patricia  E.  True 
Town  Clerk 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ANIMAL  CARE  AND  CONTROL  OFFICER 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen:  Activities  from  July  1,  1998  to  June  30,  1999 

Once  again,  one  of  my  goals  has  been  one  hundred  percent  licensing  of  dogs.  This  is  per  State  Law  Ch. 
140  Sec.  137  and  was  enacted  for  public  safety  of  people  and  pets,  as  proof  of  current  rabies  vaccination  is 
required  to  obtain  license.  Rabies  remains  a  public  health  issue  and  concern.  Cats  are  also  required  by  State 
Law  to  be  vaccinated  against  rabies.  There  were  495  dogs  licensed  in  1998.  By  June  30,  1999,  there  were 
511  dogs  licensed,  with  596  at  the  date  of  this  report.  A  Rabies  Clinic  and  Dog  Licensing  was  held  on 
Saturday,  April  10,  1999.  103  dogs  and  cats  were  vaccinated. 

Two  bats,  1  fox,  and  1  skunk  were  destroyed  as  they  exhibited  severe  signs  of  illness.  One  Lab  test  was  run 
at  the  State  Lab  for  rabies  on  a  cat  which  was  negative.  I  received  eighty  calls  concerning  wildlife  acting 
sick,  living  too  close  to  residents,  the.  sighting  of  various  types  of  wildlife,  wildlife  attacking  domestic 
animals,  etc.  Injured  wildlife  taken  to  a  rehabilitator  were  a  downy  woodpecker  and  Canadian  goose. 

Thirty  dogs  were  picked  up  running  at  large.  Only  two  of  these  were  strays  and  remained  unclaimed  after 
10  days.  A  black  lab  mix  was  adopted  from  my  found  ad  and,  a  brindle  and  white  pit  bull  was  taken  to  the 
MSPCA.  Approximately  $385  was  collected  for  the  town  in  leash  law  violations.  One  Ferret  was  picked 
up  and  taken  to  Ferret  rescue.  Four  cats  were  picked  up  and  three  were  adopted  and  one  was  euthanized  as 
very  sick.  Three  dogs  were  hit  and  killed.  Seven  cats  were  hit  and  killed.  Eight  dogs  and  seven  cats  were 
injured  and  transported  to  veterinarians. 

I  received  48  calls  concerning  lost  dogs  and  39  calls  concerning  lost  cats.  There  were  67  found  dog  calls 
and  29  found  cat  calls.  A  license  on  your  dog  is  its  identification  and  quick  way  home.  A  rabies  tag  helps  in 
the  event  of  dog  bites,  is  injured  by  a  wild  animal,  and  usually  identifies  the  vet  which  treats  your  animal, 
More  cats  would  be  returned  to  owners  if  they  too,  wore  identification.  I  also  have  a  microchip  scanner  for 
those  who  have  implanted  chips  in  their  pets.  The  increase  in  the  reports  of  lost  cats  could  coincide  with  the 
increase  in  our  coyote  and  fisher  populations. 

I  received  125  nuisance  complaints  concerning  dogs  -  the  most  common  were  running  loose, 
barking,  chasing  people  or  pets,  getting  into  trash,  bothering  livestock,  and  biting.  If  everyone  were  a 
responsible  dog  owner,  I  would  not  have  a  job. 

Quarantines  enforced  were:  1 1  dogs  and  3  cats  10  days 

1  dog  45  days 

3  cats  6  months 

The  cats  were  quarantined  with  wounds  of  unknown  origin  and  they  had  no  current  rabies  vaccination. 
This  number  is  an  improvement  over  last  year,  so  please  continue  to  have  your  animals  vaccinated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Madelyn  Cirinna 
Animal  Control  Officer 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 


Two  Hundred  Three  (203)  Building  Permits  were  issued  during  calendar  year  January  1,  1999  through 
December  31,  1999,  as  follows: 

32  New  1+2  Family  Residences 
96  Residential  Addition/Remodel 
16  Accessory  Bldg/Bam/Detached  Garage 
9  Fireplace  &  Wood/Coal  Stove  (independent) 

16  Swimming  Pool 

1 1  New/New-Replacement  Mobile  Home 
2  Permits  for  Temp.  Housing  Unit 

5  Commercial  Addition/Remodel 

7  780CMR  Sec.  106  Certificate  of  Inspection 

6  Foundation-Only  Permit 
2  Municipal  &  State  Project 

1  Demolition  Permit  (independent) 

Building  Permit  Fees  Collected: 

Wiring  Permit  Fees  Collected: 

Plumbing/Gas  Permit  Fees  Collected: 

TOTAL  FEES  COLLECTED:  $88,914.06 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Philip  J.  Hagopian 

Building  Inspector  /  Zoning  Enforcement  Officer 


$65,042.70 

$13,456.36 

$10,415.00 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

TRUSTEES  OF  MERRIMAC  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1999 

To  the  citizens  of  Merrimac: 

The  trustees  of  Merrimac  Public  Library  are  pleased  to  present  their  123rd  annual  report. 

Library  services  have  been  expanded  during  the  year.  The  trustees  voted  to  join  the  Merrimack  Valley  Library 
Consortium  as  affiliate  members.  Now  our  patrons  can  tap  into  the  resources  of  this  large  institution  from  the 
comfort  and  intimacy  of  our  small  town  library. 

The  contract  for  constructing  a  permanent  masonry  access  ramp  at  the  library  was  awarded  to  Michel  Construction 
of  Merrimac.  The  designer/overseer  was  another  Merrimac  resident  and  library  enthusiast,  James  House. 
Construction  began  in  June  and  was  completed  by  the  end  of  July.  Fortunately,  excavation  for  the  foundation  of  the 
ramp  unearthed  a  quantity  of  the  original  quarry  stone  used  to  construct  the  main  library  in  1930.  The  masons  were 
able  to  salvage  enough  of  this  material  to  lace  the  exposed  sides  of  the  new  ramp.  The  result  has  been  a  perfect 
match  with  the  original  building. 

At  Todd  Michel’s  direction,  the  masons  were  able  to  execute  the  form  and  layout  of  the  ramp  perfectly.  Another 
local  sub-contractor,  Leon  Smith,  expertly  fabricated  the  metal  railing  posts.  Jim  House  provided  the  finishing 
touch  by  designing  and  building  a  lamp-post  for  the  center  of  the  ramp  area.  He  was  very  skillful  in  adapting  the 
old  wrought  iron  Tudor-style  lantern  originally  created  lor  the  building’s  front  entrance  (and  removed  30  years 
before). 

Virtually  everyone  has  been  pleased  and  impressed  with  the  results  of  the  ramp  project.  It  looks  as  though  it  was 
constructed  as  part  of  the  original  building.  Indeed,  the  structure  adds  to  the  mass  and  presence  of  the  building  on  the 
street.  The  library  staff  donated  their  own  funds  to  have  appropriate  shrubs  planted  on  either  side  of  the  front  steps. 

The  Trustees  of  Merrimac  Public  Library  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  and  congratulate  Todd  Michel  and 
Jim  House  tor  their  excellent  work.  Both  men  gave  all  of  their  professional  talents  and  sacrificed  personal  profit  for 
the  architectural  integrity  of  this  project. 

The  Trustees  and  Building  Committee  worked  diligently  throughout  the  year  on  the  plans  for  a  new  library  facility. 
In  September  and  October,  a  short  but  intensive  investigation  was  made  into  the  possibility  of  purchasing  the  Febbo 
Veterinary  facility  on  Union  Street  extension  for  conversion  to  a  library  facility.  Upon  further  examination, 
however,  the  idea  proved  to  be  unworkable. 

At  a  special  town  meeting  held  in  late  November,  the  voters  generously  appropriated  $100,000  for  further 
architectural  services  to  design  a  new  library  on  the  six  and  one-half  acre  site  on  West  Main  Street.  (The  Hog  Penny 
restaurant/lounge  was  demolished  iind  removed  in  late  summer.)  We  still  anticipate  applying  for  state  library 
construction  grant  money  to  help  with  this  project. 

The  last  major  task  of  the  year  involved  the  issue  of  the  compatibility  of  the  library’s  computers  and  software  for  the 
year  2000.  Ereiy  on,  a  private  contractor  was  hired  to  study  our  systems  and  make  a  professional  recommendation. 
The  trustees  used  grant  monies  to  completely  underwrite  the  costs  of  upgrades  and  conversions.  Under  the  capable 
direction  of  Carole  A.  McCarthy,  the  library  was  completely  converted  to  Y2K  compliance  without  a  single  hour  of 
disrupted  service  to  the  librciry  patrons. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Susan  Cobum 

Jeffrey  W.  Hoyt,  Co -Chairs 
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Merrimac  Public  Library  Statistics  for  1999 


Circulation 

Adults 

Juvenile 

Subtotal 

Total 

Books/Periodicals  & 
Audio/Video 

21,973 

13,223 

35196 

35,196 

Acquisitions 

Purchases 

1869 

2475 

2,594 

Donations 

Withdraw 

100 

12 

112 

4,456 

Books 

1,117 

2056 

3,173 

Nonprint 

35 

46 

3,219 

Inventory 

Books 

19,784 

11,558 

31,342 

Periodicals 

87 

16 

103 

Videos 

629 

89 

718 

Audio 

379 

23 

402 

Multimedia 

100 

75 

175 

Computer  Programs 
(in  library  use) 

8 

29 

37 

32,777 

Loan  to: 

Interlibrary  Loan 

321 

Borrowed  From: 

Interlibrary  Loan 

674 

Supplementary 

Deposit  Center 

2,438 

Total  Active  Patrons 

4,764 

A  total  of  166  story  hours  and  3  P.J.  story  hours  were  held,  along  with  14  special  family  programs.  There 
were  21  public  meetings  accommodated,  The  Book  Club  meets  monthly. 

The  Library  has  seen  an  Increase  In  new  patrons  this  year,  with  so  many  people  moving  Into  town.  We 
welcome  them  all  and  hope  the  library  can  be  of  service  to  them. 

The  library  updated  the  computers  and  circulation  software,  so  we  are,  Y2K  compliant  This  was 
accomplished  with  grant  money.  We  have  Internet  access  for  the  public  on  two  computers,  and  one  word 
processing  workstation.  There  Is  a  Homework  Center  obtained  by  a  grant  in  the  children's  room  for 
homework  help.  The  Children's  librarians  have  for  the  second  year  received  a  grant  from  the  Pentucket 
Community  Partnership  for  pro-school  books.  We  have  an  excellent  collection  of  music  CD's,  that  have 
been  donated  by  A1  Knight  A  thank  you  to  all  our  patrons  who  have  donated  Videos,  audio's  and  books. 

Through  the  sponsorship  of  several  Merrimac  businesses,  and  the  Cultural  Council,  the  library  has  passes 
to  the  Museum  of  Science,  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  New  England  Aquarium,  and  the  Children's  Museum  of 
Portsmouth.  These  are  available  to  our  patrons. 

From  our  Homepage  at  WWW.LIBRARY.MERRIMAC.MA.US  vou  may  access  our  catalog  and  those 
other  libraries  in  the  region  and  also  go  into  several  research  databases.  Please  call  the  library  for  help. 

Respectfully  submitted 
Carole  McCarthy,  Director 
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Actions  Taken  at  Special  Town  Meeting 

Held  at  Frederick  N.  Sweetsir  School  on  May  3, 1999 

ARTICLE  1 .  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  purchase  a  certain  parcel 
of  land  with  the  building  thereon  containing  approximately  4  acres  and  shown  on  Assessors  Map  42,  Block 
1  as  Lot  3  for  Municipal  Purposes  and;  to  appropriate  $340,000  to  purchase  said  land  and  building  and  to 
renovate  said  building  for  use  as  a  Senior  Center  and;  to  fund  said  appropriation  to  authorize  the  Treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  borrow  said  sum  of  money  and  to  issue  bonds  and  notes 
therefore  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  G.L.  Ch.  44  Section  7;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Passed. 

ARTICLE  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $70,000  to  renovate  the  Masonic  Building  for  use 
as  a  Senior  Center  and;  to  fund  said  appropriation  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  to  borrow  said  sum  of  money  and  to  issue  bonds  and  notes  therefore  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  G.L.  Ch.  44  Section  7;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  following  appropriations  to  be  used  for 
renovation  of  the  new  Senior  Center: 

Articles  45,  46, 47  of  the  FY  1998  Annual  Town  Meeting 
Articles  10,11,12  of  the  FY  1997  Annual  Town  Meeting 
Said  appropriations  totaling  $66,750.00; 

Or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  purchase  a  certain  parcel 
of  land  containing  approximately  11.2  acres  and  shown  on  Assessors  Map  73,  Block  1  as  Lot  2  for 
Municipal  Purposes,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  G.L.  Ch.  61 A  Section  14  and;  to  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$180,000  for  said  purchase  and;  to  fund  said  appropriation  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  borrow  said  sum  of  money  and  to  issue  bonds  and  notes  therefore  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  G.L.  Ch.  44  Section  7;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Tabled 

ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  Transfer  the  sum  of  $5,600  from  the  Article  56  1998 
Annual  Town  Meeting  appropriation  for  Solid  Waste  Disposal  to  FICA  Town  Share;  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  Transfer  the  sum  of  $500  from  the  Article  56  1998 
Annual  Town  Meeting  appropriation  for  Solid  Waste  Disposal  to  Sewer  Dept.  Salary  Account;  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 
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ARTICLE  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  Transfer  the  sum  of  $11,000  from  the  Article  56  1998 
Annual  Town  Meeting  appropriation  for  Solid  Waste  Disposal  to  purchase  Computer  Hardware  for  the 
Assessor’s  Office;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  Transfer  the  sum  of  $2,500  from  the  Article  56  1998 
Annual  Town  Meeting  appropriation  for  Solid  Waste  Disposal  to  Lights  in  Town  Buildings;  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  Transfer  the  sum  of  $1,000  from  the  Article  56  1998 
Annual  Town  Meeting  appropriation  for  Solid  Waste  Disposal  to  Municipal  Buildings  Gas  Heat;  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  Transfer  the  sum  of  $4,000  ffom  the  Article  56  1998 
Annual  Town  Meeting  appropriation  for  Solid  Waste  Disposal  to  Telephone  Expense  ;  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 


Actions  Taken  at  Annual  Town  Meeting 

Held  at  Frederick  N.  Sweetsir  School  on  May  3, 1999 

ARTICLE  1 .  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  fix  the  salary  and  compensation  of  all  elective  officers  of  the 
Town  as  provided  by  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  41,  Section  108  as  amended:  Moderator,  Town 
Clerk,  Three  Selectmen,  Three  Assessors,  Treasurer,  Tree  Warden,  Three  Commissioners  of  Municipal 
Light,  Three  Water  Commissioners,  Three  Sewer  Commissioners,  and  raise,  appropriate  or  transfer  sums  of 
money  therefore  and  to  determine  sums  of  money  to  be  raised  or  transferred  to  defray  the  necessary  and 
usual  charges  and  expenses  of  the  Town  for  the  Fiscal  Year  commencing  July  1,  1999  and  make 
appropriations  for  the  same,  said  sums  of  money  so  raised,  appropriated  or  transferred  to  be  expended  for 
specific  purposes  to  be  voted;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  from  the  Electric  Light 
Operating  Balance,  said  money  to  be  used  by  the  Assessors  with  the  estimated  receipts  to  fix  the  tax  rate 
for  the  fiscal  year  commencing  July  1,  1999;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  from  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots, 
such  sum  or  part  thereof,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Cemetery  Trustees  for  the  “Care, 
Improvement,  and  Embellishment  of  said  cemeteries,  according  to  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter 
114,  Section  14  and  Section  25;  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 
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ARTICLE  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  a  sum  of  money  in  the 
amount  of  $6,500  for  the  reserve  fund  for  appropriation  for  revaluation;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  amount  of  $6,000  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  perform  duties  and  incur 
expenses  relating  to  any  equalization  or  revaluation  of  the  Town;  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Assessors  to 
hire  themselves  at  the  rate  of  $10.00  per  hour  and  to  hire  such  necessary  assistance  as  the  Board  of 
Assessors  may  deem  necessary  or  convenient;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  amount  of  $5,000  for  the  first  year  of  a  three  year  lease  for  Assessors’  Department 
computer  software;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $250,000  to  make  capital  repairs  to 
the  Municipal  Building  and;  to  fund  said  appropriation  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  to  borrow  said  sum  of  money  and  to  issue  bonds  and  notes  therefore  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  G.L.  Ch.  44  Section  7;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $69,981.00  from  Free  Cash  to  the 
Water  Capital  Fund;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money  in  the  amount  of  $60,000  from  the 
Water  Capital  Fund  for  the  installation  of  an  emergency  generator  for  Bear  Hill  Pumping  Station;  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 


ARTICLE  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money  in  the  amount  of  $10,000  from  the 
Water  Capital  Fund  for  water  exploration;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  $50,000.00  from  the  Sewer  Capital  Development 
Fund  for  Lift  Station  Repairs;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 


ARTICLE  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  rescind  Article  16  of  the  FY  1999  Annual  Town  Meeting 
for  the  retrofit  of  the  Septage  Receiving  Station;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 
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ARTICLE  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  architectural  and 
engineering  fees  for  the  development  of  plans  to  renovate  and  rehabilitate  Merrimac  Town  Hall;  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  amount  of  $24,000  for  a  Brush  Chipper  for  the  Highway  Department;  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $10,000  to  demolish  and  remove  the 
town  owned  building  located  at  68B  West  Main  St.  and  to  improve  said  site;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $248,000.00  to  locate  a  well  and 
resurface  the  playing  fields  at  Carriagetown  Park;  and  to  fund  said  appropriation  to  authorize  the  Treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  borrow  said  sum  of  money  and  to  issue  bonds  and  notes 
therefore  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  G.L.  Ch.  44  Section  7;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  the  sum  of  $12,000.00  to 
replace  and/or  remove  the  lighting  at  the  Little  League  field  on  Locust  Street;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  1 8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  the  sum  of  $6,000.00  for 
clothing  for  Fire  Department  EMTs;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 


ARTICLE  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  the  sum  of  $35,000.00  for 
an  all  terrain  vehicle  for  Fire  Department  use;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  state  grant  of  Chapter  90  Highway  Funds  and 
authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  expend  said  funds  for  Highway  purposes  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  said  grant;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  continue  Merrimack  Valley  Regional  Transportation 
Authority  bus  service  in  the  Town;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 
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ARTICLE  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  amount  of  $20,000  for  repairs  to  Town  Hall  Brick  Work;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  amount  of  $30,000  for  a  new  Police  Cruiser;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  amount  of  $5,000  for  a  new  Breathalizer;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  M.G.L.  c.  44  sec.  53E  lA,  to  create  a 
revolving  fund  to  receive  firearms  license  and  permit  fees,  authorizing  the  Chief  of  Police  to  expend  such 
money  from  such  fund  to  pay  the  state  it’s  share  of  such  fees  and  to  use  the  balance  for  departmental  needs 
or  expenditures;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  26.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Tree  Warden  to  hire  himself  at  the  nominal 
rate  of  $10.00  per  hour  for  necessary  tree  work  in  the  Town  of  Merrimac;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  27.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  amount  of  $6,250.00  to  purchase  an  Accu-Vote  optical  scan  vote  tabulator  for  the 
Elections  Department;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  28.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  amount  of  $1,048.00  for  the  repair  and  preservation  of  Town  Records  for  the  Town  Clerk; 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  29.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  amount  of  $161,600  for  Solid  Waste  Recycling  and  Disposal;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  30.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  from  Trash  Offset  Receipts  a  sum  of 
money  in  the  amount  of  $95,000  for  Solid  Waste  Recycling  and  Disposal;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Passed 
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ARTICLE  31.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  amount  of  $6,000  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  Household  Hazardous  Waste;  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  32.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  amount  of  $20,000  for  the  groundwater  testing  at  the  site  of  the  former  municipal  landfill; 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  33.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  amount  of  $50,000  for  the  Lease  Payment  on  the  Fire  Department  Pumper  Truck;  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  34.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money 
in  the  amount  of  $8,000.00  to  pay  for  the  services  of  a  consulting  engineer  to  review  and  update  the 
Subdivision  Rules  &  Regulations;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  35.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  amount  of  $3,000  to  pay  for  the  services  of  a  consulting  engineer  to  investigate  and  design 
a  new  drainage  system  for  the  Greystone  Road  neighborhood;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto 

Passed 

ARTICLE  36.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Regional  Agreement  of  the  Pentucket  Regional 
School  District  as  follows: 

Changing  the  wording  in  Section  III.  LOCATION  OF  SCHOOLS,  Subsection  A  form  “The  Regional 
District  secondary  school  buildings  shall  be  located  on  the  site  currently  owned  by  the  District  on  the 
boundary  of  Groveland  and  West  Newbury.”  To  “The  Regional  District  secondary  school  buildings  shall 
be  located  on  sites  owned  by  the  District.” 

Passed 


ARTICLE  37.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Regional  Agreement  of  the  Pentucket  Regional 
School  District  as  follows,  contingent  upon  approval  by  all  three  members  towns  of  a  school  building  plan 
which  includes  a  new  high  school  consisting  of  grades  9-12  and  a  middle  and  high  school  complex  and 
passage  of  debt  exclusion  votes  in  all  three  member  towns  to  fund  said  project;  said  amendment  of  the 
Regional  Agreement  becoming  effective  when  the  new  high  school  is  ready  for  beneficial  occupancy  and 
the  overall  plan  is  ready  for  implementation  as  voted  by  the  Pentucket  Regional  District  School  Committee. 

1.  Changing  the  wording  in  Section  II.  TYPE  OF  SCHOOL,  Subsection  B  from  “grades  7-12”  to  “grades 
5-12”. 

2.  Changing  the  wording  in  Section  II.  TYPE  OF  SCHOOL,  Subsection  C  from  “grade  PK-6”  to  grades 
PK-4”. 

3.  Changing  the  wording  in  Section  III.  LOCATION  OF  SCHOOLS,  Subsection  B  from  “grades  PK-6” 
to  PK-4”. 
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4.  Changing  the  wording  in  Section  VIII-2.  WITHDRAWAL  OF  MEMBER  TOWNS  FROM  THE 
REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  AT  THE  ELEMENTARY  LEVEL,  Subsections  A  and  C  from 
“grades  PK-6”  to  grades  PK-4”. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  38.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Regional  Agreement  of  the  Pentucket  Regional 

School  District  as  follows  as  recommended  by  the  School  Committee  and  the  Pentucket  Regional  Task 

Force  consisting  of  selectmen,  finance  committee,  school  committee  and  citizen  representatives  of  the 

Pentucket  District  member  towns.  Said  changes  do  not  change  the  intent  of  any  section  of  the  Regional 

Agreement  but  rather: 

•  Correct  grammatical  errors  in  the  text, 

•  Clarify  the  definition  of  budget, 

•  Clarify  wording  of  sections  which  refer  to  the  approval  date  of  the  K- 12  regional  district. 

1.  Changing  the  wording  in  the  last  sentence  of  the  first  paragraph  of  Section  III.  LOCATION  OF 
SCHOOLS,  Subsection  C,  from  “execute  the  lease  of’  to  “execute  the  lease  for”. 

2.  Changing  the  wording  in  the  sentence  of  Section  III.  LOCATION  OF  SCHOOLS,  Subsection  D,  from 
“execution  of  this  agreement”  to  “the  effective  date  of  this  agreement  as  defined  in  Section  XTV”. 

3.  Changing  the  wording  in  the  first  paragraph  of  Section  V-l.  DEFINITIONS,  from  “The  total  budget” 
to  “The  budget”. 

4.  Changing  the  wording  in  the  first  sentence  of  the  first  paragraph  of  Section  V-l.  DEFINITIONS, 
Subsection  A.  Budget,  from  “to  operate  the  District  schools”  to  “to  finance  the  District  schools”. 

5.  Changing  the  wording  in  the  second  paragraph  of  Section  V-l  DEFINITIONS,  Subsection  A.  Budget, 
from  “The  total  budget”  to  “The  budget”. 

6.  Changing  the  words  “times  the  per  pupil  cost  as  defined  above”  in  the  first  paragraph  of  Section  V-2. 
METHOD  OF  ASSESSING  COSTS  OF  THE  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT,  Section  V-2 
METHOD  OF  ASSESSING  COSTS  OF  THE  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT,  Subsection  B,  to 
“times  the  district  per  pupil  debt  service  cost  defined  as  follows”. 

7.  Adding  a  paragraph  between  the  first  and  second  paragraphs  of  Section  V-2.  METHOD  OF 
ASSESSING  COSTS  OF  THE  REGINAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT,  Subsection  B,  with  the  following: 
The  district  per  pupil  debt  service  costs  is  computed  by  dividing  the  debt  service  by  the  total  school 
population  as  determined  by  the  prior  year’s  October  1  school  census  from  the  member  towns. 

8.  Changing  the  wording  in  the  first,  second  and  third  paragraphs  of  Section  VI.  RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR  ADDITIONS,  MAJOR  REPLACEMENTS  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  SECONDARY  AND 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS,  Subsection  A  from  “assessment  request  from  the  member  towns”  to 
“assessment  to  the  member  towns”. 

9.  Adding  the  words  “as  defined  in  Section  XTV”  to  the  end  of  the  sentence  of  Section  VIII- 1. 
WITHDRAWAL  OF  MEMBER  TOWNS  FROM  THE  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISRTICT,  Subsection 
B. 

10.  Adding  the  words  “as  defined  in  section  XIV”  to  the  end  of  the  last  sentence  of  Section  VIII-2 
WITHDRAWAL  OF  MEMBER  TOWNS  FROM  THE  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  AT  THE 
ELEMENTARY  LEVEL,  Subsection  A. 

11.  Changing  the  wording  in  the  fourth  sentence  of  part  2  of  Section  X.  BUDGET,  Subsection  A,  from 
“final  adoption  of  the  budget”  to  “final  adoption  of  the  proposed  budget”. 

12.  Changing  the  wording  in  the  sixth  sentence  of  part  2  of  Section  X  BUDGET,  Subsection  A,  from 
“Said  budget”  to  “said  proposed  budget”. 

13.  Deleting  the  third  sentence  of  part  3  of  Section  X.  BUDGET,  SUBSECTION  a,  “The  second  part  shall 
be  called  a  supplemental  budget”. 

14.  Changing  the  wording  in  the  second  sentence  of  the  second  paragraph  of  Section  X.  BUDGET, 
Subsection  A,  from  “the  final  budget”  to  “This  budget”  and  combining  the  second  paragraph  of  part  4 
of  Section  X.  BUDGET,  Subsection  A  with  the  first  paragraph  of  part  4  of  Section  X.  BUDGET, 
Subsection  A. 
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15.  Changing  the  wording  in  the  second  paragraph  of  part  6  of  Section  X.  BUDGET,  Subsection  A,  from 
“Approval  of  the  supplemental”  to  “Approval  of  a  supplemental”. 

16.  Changing  the  wording  in  the  first  paragraph  of  part  8  of  Section  X.  Budget,  Subsection  A,  from 
“Regional  District  School  Committee”  to  “Regional  School  District”. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  39.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Regional  Agreement  of  the  Pentucket  Regional 
School  District  as  follows,  contingent  upon  approval  by  all  three  member  towns  of  a  school  building  plan 
that  calls  for  the  reconfiguration  of  the  middle  school  to  include  grade  six;  said  amendment  of  the  Regional 
Agreement  becoming  effective  when  a  new  facility  is  ready  for  beneficial  occupancy  and  the  overall  plan 
is  ready  for  implementation  as  voted  by  the  Pentucket  Regional  District  School  Committee: 

Changing  the  wording  in  Section  II.  TYPE  OF  SCHOOL,  Subsection  B  from  “grading  7-12”  to  “grades  6- 
12”. 

Changing  the  wording  in  Section  II  TYPE  OF  SCHOOL,  Subsection  C  from  “grades  PK-6  “  to  “grades 
PK-5”. 

Changing  the  wording  in  Section  IE.  LOCATION  OF  SCHOOLS,  Subsection  B  from  “grades  PK-6”  to 
“grades  PK-5”. 

Changing  the  wording  in  Section  VEI-2.  WITHDRAWAL  OF  MEMBER  TOWNS  FROM  THE 
REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  AT  THE  ELEMENTARY  LEVEL,  Subsection  A  and  C  from  “grades 
PK-6”  to  “grades  PK-5”. 


Tabled 


ARTICLE  40.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning  By-Laws  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac  by 
changing  the  following  sections: 

3.1  Number  and  type  of  Districts  from  “  The  Town  of  Merrimac  is  hereby  divided  into  seven  (7)  districts 
as  follows”  to  “The  Town  of  Merrimac  is  hereby  divided  into  eight  (8)  districts  as  follows”  and  by  adding 
8  Industrial. 

4.8  Table  of  Use  Regulations  by  adding  and  Industrial  District  with  the  following  permitted  (P)  uses: 
Municipal  Use;  Municipal  Waste  Treatment  Plant  and  the  following  uses  allowed  by  Special  Permit  (SP) 
authorized  by  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  stated  herein:  Public  Utility: 
Junkyard  for  vehicles,  machinery,  or  scrap;  Industrial;  Manufacturing;  Warehousing;  Private  Utility, 
Antenna,  telecommunication  Towers  and  Monopoles;  Adult  Entertainment. 

5.6  Table  of  Dimensional  Requirements  by  adding  an  Industrial  District  with  a  Lot  Area  (Minimum  Sq. 
Ft.)  87,120;  Frontage  (Minimum  Ft.)  200;  With  of  Lot  (Minimum  Ft)  50;Maximum  Height  (Ft.)  40; 
Maximum  Height  (Stories)  3;  Front  Yard  Setback  (Minimum  Ft.)  30;  Side  Yard  Setback  (Minimum  Ft.) 
100;  Rear  Yard  Setback  (minimum  Ft.)  100. 

6  Special  Provisions  by  adding  section  6.7  Adult  Entertainment  and  the  Following  Sub-sections: 

6.7. 1  Adult  entertainment  establishments  shall  be  located  in  stand-alone  facilities  and  shall  not  be  allowed 
within  a  building  containing  other  retail,  consumer,  residential,  etc.  Uses. 

6.7.2  Only  one  adult  entertainment  establishments  shall  be  located  within  a  building. 

6.7.3  A  material  condition  to  any  adult  entertainment  establishment  shall  be  that  such  establishment  must 
cease  it  operation  between  the  hours  of  12AM  and  12PM  each  day. 

6.7.4  Each  applicant  for  an  adult  entertainment  establishment  must  provide  a  plan,  submitted  with  its 
application,  showing  the  required  parking  on  the  same  lot  as  said  establishment. 


44 


6.7.5  The  applicant  must  present  a  plan  to  the  Planning  Board  to  be  reviewed  under  Site  Plan  Review. 
Planning  Board  approval  of  the  site  plan  must  be  obtained  before  applying  to  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 
for  a  special  permit. 

6.7.6  All  signs  for  any  adult  entertainment  use  must  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Merrimac  Sign  By-Law. 
In  addition,  no  advertisement,  display,  or  other  promotional  material  which  contains  sexually  explicit 
graphics  or  sexually  explicit  text  shall  be  visible  to  the  public  from  any  public  way,  including  but  not 
limited  to  sidewalks,  pedestrian  walkways,  high  ways  or  railways,  or  from  abutting  private  property.  All 
proposed  permanent  signage  for  adult  entertainment  establishments  shall  be  presented  for  review. 

6.7.7  No  applicant  may  be  issued  a  special  permit  if  they,  or  any  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  or 
investors  of  a  corporation,  partnership,  etc.  Have  been  convicted  of  violating  the  provisions  of  Section  63 
of  MGL  Chapter  1 19,  or  Section  28  MGL  Chapter  272. 

6.7.8  A  special  permit  for  an  adult  entertainment  use  shall  lapse  within  one  year  if  substantial  use  thereof 
has  not  sooner  commenced,  except  for  good  cause  or,  in  the  case  of  a  permit  for  construction,  if 
construction  has  not  began  by  such  date  except  for  cause,  excepting  only  time  required  to  pursue  or  await 
the  determination  of  an  appeal  from  the  grant  thereof.  A  special  permit  for  an  adult  entertainment  use  shall 
lapse  within  one  year  from  the  time  in  which  it  is  discontinued,  abandoned,  or  not  in  use. 

Or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  41.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning  By-Laws  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac 
Section  5.6  Table  of  Dimensional  Requirements  changing  Lot  Area  (Minimum  Sq.  Ft.)  for  Residential 
District  from  10,000  to  10,890.  Or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  42.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning  By-Laws  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac 
Section  5.6  Table  of  Dimensional  Requirements  changing  Lot  Area  (Minimum  Sq.  Ft.)  for  Light  Industrial 
District  from  20,000  to  21,780.  Or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  43.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning  By-Laws  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac 
Section  5.6  Table  of  Dimensional  Requirements  footnote  (a)  Commercial  District  from”  Building  erected 
for  residential  purposes  and  their  premises  shall  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  closest  residential 
district”  to  “Buildings  erected  for  residential  purposes  and  their  premises  shall  conform  to  the  requirements 
of  the  closest  residential  district,  excluding  the  Mobile  Home  (MH)  District.  Or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  44.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Colonial  Drive  as  a  Public  Way  in  the  Town  of 
Merrimac;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  45.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Timothy  Lane  and  all  associated  infrastructure  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 
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ARTICLE  46.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Spencer  Way  and  all  associated  infrastructure  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 


Actions  Taken  at  Special  Town  Meeting 

Held  at  Frederick  N.  Sweetsir  School  on  November  8, 1999 

ARTICLE  1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  the  sums  listed  below  to 
supplement  various  town  employee  salaries: 

$1,350.00  for  Town  Tax  Collector  Clerk’s'  salary; 

$3,205.00  for  Council  on  Aging  Administrative  Assistant’s  salary; 

$4,175.00  for  Council  on  Aging  Meals/Volunteer  Coordinator’s  salary; 

$482.00  for  Health  Agent’s  salary; 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  the  sum  of  $3,000.00  for 
Treasurer’s  Expense  for  new  computer,  office  partitions  and  payroll  expenses;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  for 
Council  on  Aging  Expense  for  new  computer;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $140,000  to  make  capital  repairs  to  the 
Municipal  Building  and;  to  fund  said  appropriation  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  to  borrow  said  sum  of  money  and  to  issue  bonds  and  notes  therefore  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  G.L.  Ch.  44  Section  7;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 


ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  the  sum  of  $20,000.00  for 
new  full-time  EMT/Firefighter  position;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  the  sum  of  $15,  500  for 
drainage  and  roadwork  for  Greystone  Road;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  the  sum  of  $3,000.00  for 
Selectmen’s  Expense  for  appraisal  services;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 
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ARTICLE  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  the  sum  of  $5,000.00  for 
Police  Special  Detail  Revolving  Fund;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  the  sum  of  $4,500.00  for  tree 
removal  services;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  the  sum  of  $15,050.00  as 
matching  funds  for  a  grant  award  for  purchase  of  a  public  safety  computer  system;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  the  sum  of  $3,848.00  for 
Water  Department  Wages;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $30,000.00  from  the  Water  Capital  Fund 
to  Water  Department  Expense  for  the  purchase  and  installation  of  a  computer  based  control  system  for  the 
water  treatment  and  distribution  system;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $50,000.00  for  architectural  and 
engineering  services  related  to  the  potential  acquisition  and  renovation  of  the  land  and  building  located  at 
29  Union  St.  Extension,  Merrimac,  Mass,  and;  to  fund  this  appropriation  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  with 
the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  borrow  said  $50,000  and  to  issue  bonds  and  notes  therefore  in 
accordance  with  G.L.  Ch.  40  sec  7;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Tabled 

ARTICLE  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  the  sum  of  $5,000  for  Town 
Counsel’s  expense;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  acquisition  of  the  property  located  at  90  West 
Main  Street,  Merrimac,  MA  by  the  Pentucket  Regional  School  District  for  a  new  district  high  school. 

Not  Acted  Upon 

ARTICLE  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  $1,000,000  indebtedness  authorized  by  the 
Regional  District  School  Committee  of  the  Pentucket  Regional  School  District  on  Tuesday  October  5, 
1999,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  of  the  following  described  land  as  a  site  for  a  new  district  high  school: 

90  West  Main  Street,  Merrimac,  Mass. 

Not  Acted  Upon 

ARTICLE  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  $1,270,000  indebtedness  authorized  by  the 
Regional  District  School  Committee  of  the  Pentucket  Regional  School  District  on  Tuesday  October  5, 
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1999,  to  support  the  costs  for  architectural  services  and  plans  and  specifications  for  such  high  school,  and 
other  related  costs,  including  project  management  services  to  oversee  the  project. 

Not  Acted  Upon 

ARTICLE  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $100,000.00  from  the  Pentucket  Regional 
School  District  Supplemental  Assessment  to  the  Stabilization  Fund;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Tabled 

ARTICLE  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  reduce  the  Pentucket  Regional  School  District  Supplemental 
Assessment  by  $138,000.00;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Not  Acted  Upon 

ARTICLE  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  Landau  Lane  and  Hansom  Drive  as  public  ways  in 
the  town  of  Merrimac  subject  to,  and  conditioned  upon,  the  submission,  by  the  developer,  of  as  built 
drawings  for  all  sewer  infrastructure  associated  with  said  ways  and  subject  to  final  review  and  approval  by 
the  Planning  Board  and  final  compliance  with  all  of  the  conditions  contained  in  the  Planning  Board’s 
approval  of  the  Definitive  Subdivision  Plan  for  West  Parish  Estates  Subdivision;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Passed 


Actions  Taken  at  Special  Town  Meeting 

Held  at  Frederick  N.  Sweetsir  School  on  November  29, 1999 

ARTICLE  1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $100,000  for  architectural  services 
related  to  the  design  of  a  new  library  located  at  68B  West  Main  Street,  Merrimac,  Mass,  and;  to  fund  this 
appropriation  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  borrow  said 
$100,000  and  to  issue  bonds  and  notes  therefore  in  accordance  with  G.L.  Ch.  40  sec.  7;  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $100,000.00  from  the  Pentucket  Regional 
School  District  Supplemental  Assessment  to  the  Stabilization  Fund;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Tabled 

ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reduce  the  Pentucket  Regional  School  District  Supplemental 
Assessment  by  $138,000.00;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed  ($148,000) 

ARTICLE  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  acquisition  of  the  property  located  at  90  West 
Main  Street,  Merrimac,  MA  by  the  Pentucket  Regional  School  District  as  a  site  for  a  new  district  high 
school. 

Passed 
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ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  acquisition  of  the  property  located  at  24  Middle 
Road,  Merrimac,  MA  by  the  Pentucket  Regional  School  District  as  a  site  for  a  new  district  high  school. 

Defeated 

ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $1,000,000  indebtedness 
authorized  by  the  Regional  District  School  Committee  of  the  Pentucket  Regional  School  District  on 
Tuesday,  October  5,  1999,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  the  following  described  land  as  a  site  for  a  new 
district  high  school  at  90  West  Main  Street,  Merrimac,  MA. 

Passed 

ARTICLE  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $1,270,000  indebtedness 
authorized  by  the  Regional  District  School  Committee  of  the  Pentucket  Regional  School  District  on 
Tuesday,  October  5,  1999,  to  support  the  costs  for  architectural  services  and  plans  and  specifications  for  a 
new  district  high  school,  and  other  related  costs,  including  project  management  to  oversee  the  project. 

Passed 
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Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners  25 

Building  Inspector  35 

Council  on  Aging  1 9 

Directory  of  Town  Officers 

Elected  3 

Appointed  5 

Fire  Department  9 

Light  Department  24 

Memoriam  2 

Planning  Board  32 

Playground  Commission  29 

Police  Department  13 

Public  Library  36 

School  Committee 

Pentucket  15 

Whittier  21 

Town  Accountant  26 

Town  Clerk  33 

Water  Department  22 
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